For those with a historic bent, there are some interesting contrasts between the sites of last year's AAAS Annual Meeting and this year's. In 1848, the year that the AAAS was founded, Boston was a mature urban center of scientific, academic, and cultural affairs-"the cradle of American Science," as it was called in the 1976 ing disks to create an artificial eclipse and permit observation of the solar corona.
Roberts was persuaded to take on the job of setting up and operating the Climax station. He departed from Cambridge with his bride, Janet, and some key components of the coronagraph in a secondhand Graham-Paige automobile that had been offered in lieu of a train ticket by Harlow Shapley, the observatory director. The trip was marked by a memorable series of mechanical breakdowns that began in Rochester, New York, and culminated in Hastings, Nebraska, where Roberts had to wire back to Harvard for a loan to enable him to make it the rest of the way to Colorado.
Although Colorado was not a complete scientific desert when Walt Roberts arrived here in 1940, the total effort in the state can only be described as modest. The University of Denver had established its high-altitude laboratories on Mount Evans and the University of Colorado had some good scientists on its faculty, according to Roberts, but he could count them on both hands.
"Science at the University of Colorado was typical of university research at that time," Roberts says, "It was done by faculty members who taught full time and did a little research on the side. They had to build all of their equipment, and it was usually held together with friction tape and baling wire."
Roberts recalls the case ofJames Broxon of the CU Physics Department, who built a chamber to measure cosmic rays and used it to discover the connection between sunspots and cosmic-ray activity. Where was this important piece of basic research performed? In the basement of the CU Auditorium, Roberts says, in a little workroom that Broxon had managed to take over from the university's plumbers.
World Muncie, Indiana, around the nucleus of a small company that had spun off from a research group at the University of Colorado.
In the mid-1970's, the Johns-Manville Corporation decided to move its world headquarters and research and development center to Denver. Explaining Johns-Manville's decision to move to Denver, W. R. Goodwin, who was president of the corporation at the time of the move, cited "outstanding educational, cultural, and recreational opportunities" in the Front Range area. He said that in the corporation's site-selection evaluation, the area received a "superior" rating for its telecommunications, air service and access, higher educational facilities, economic growth pattern, and scientific and technological foundation.
Presumably these factors are similar to SCIENCE, VOL. 195 Efl Annual Meeting~D enver [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] Hersman has been on the job for only 7 months of his planned 2-year tour of duty with the state of Colorado, and the scientific advisory council held its first working meeting last November, so it is too early to judge the effectiveness of the new apparatus in linking Colorado's scientific resources to its policy decisionmaking. Hersman is guardedly optimistic about the future of the effort, but sees it as "a substantial commitment that rates high on a national basis."
As Colorado begins its second century, science and technology seem certain to play a major role in the future of the state. Research development, and high-technology industry will continue to be an important part of the state's economic base, and scientific inputs will almost certainly take on increasing importance in policy decision-making at the state government level.
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